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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

Application can only be submitted online through the Judgify platform 
All fields with an asterisk (*) are required. 

 

Registration Form  
The Registration Form captures the profile details of the person submitting the application. It is not 

visible to the judges. 

First Name:  

____________________________________________ 

Last Name:          ____________________________________________ 

Email:           ____________________________________________ 
Password:          ____________________________________________ 

Country:                   ____________________________________________ 

 

Submission Form 
The Submission Form captures the details of the project. 

 

*1. Which award category describes best your district energy system? Select primary category. 
The applicant will also be able to choose secondary category, but the evaluation panel reserves the right to change the 
entry category if in their view there is a more appropriate one. To review the category descriptions and eligibility criteria, 
visit https://www.districtenergyaward.org/awards-application/   

o New scheme         

o Transition        

o Sector Coupling     
o Emerging District Energy Market        

 

2. What would be the second-best award category to describe your district energy system? Select 

secondary category. 

o New scheme         

o Transition        

o Sector Coupling     
o Emerging District Energy Market        

 
 

*3. Was this project submitted for one of the previous editions of the GDECA?  

 No 
 Yes, 1st edition in 2009 (Copenhagen, Denmark) 

 Yes, 2nd edition in 2011 (Paris, France) 

 Yes, 3rd edition in 2013 (New York, USA) 

 Yes, 4th edition in 2015 (Tallinn, Estonia) 

 Yes, 5th edition in 2017 (Doha, Qatar) 
 Yes, 6th edition in 2019 (Reykjavik, Iceland) 
 Yes, 7th edition in 2021 (Online ceremony from Bangkok, Thailand) 
 Yes, 8th edition in 2023 (Brussels, Belgium) 
 Yes, 9th edition in 2025 (Washington DC, USA) 

 

https://www.districtenergyaward.org/awards-application/
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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

4. Was your system/project awarded at one of the previous editions?  

o Yes, with an Award of Excellence 

o Yes, with a Certificate of Merit 

o No 

 

5. How did you find out about the Awards?  ____________________________________________ 

 

General information (eligibility criteria) 
 

*6. Name of the system:    ____________________________________________ 

 

*7. Location of the system (exact address for the GDECA virtual map):   
____________________________________________ 

 

*8. Country:                             ____________________________________________ 

 

*9. Name of the owner:     ____________________________________________ 

 

*10. Please specify to which of the following categories your system belongs to 

o Municipal scheme serving more than 10.000 citizens 

o Small and medium communities or campus-size system, serving less than 10.000 citizens 

 

*11. Since when is your system in operation?  
(the date of continuous service to the first customer or facility, e.g. DD/MM/YYYY): 

____________________________________________ 

 

11.1 (for Sector Coupling) If your system is not in operation yet, is it under construction? What is a 

set commercial operation date? (the date following the day on which the project is commissioned, e.g. 

DD/MM/YYYY).  
We are aware of the fact that most of the sector coupling initiatives are still at development phase. For this category only,  

applicants can submit systems which are not yet in operation as long as they are able to cite a credible operation date: 
____________________________________________ 

 

*12. Construction/modernisation/expansion period (start and end date, e.g. DD/MM/YYYY - 

DD/MM/YYYY): ____________________________________________ 

 

CONCEPT: The WHY. The winning district energy system should be a best-in-class example in its 

category. Applicants should focus on highlighting elements of originality that will drive change towards 
the clean energy transition and energy security. 

Evaluation weight: 15% 
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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

*13. How has your system emerged and what has it replaced? (max. 750 characters incl. spaces) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*14. Why is it important for your city/community in the wake of climate and energy crisis? (max. 
750 characters incl. spaces) 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*15. What makes this system special? How does it contribute to future clean energy transition? 

(max. 750 characters incl. spaces) 

for Sector Coupling - Please describe possible impacts on other energy sectors than heating/cooling 
as well. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*16. What makes this system reliable/resilient? How does it contribute to energy security and fuel 

flexibility? (max. 750 characters incl. spaces) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IMPLEMENTATION: The HOW. Applicants should elaborate on how the concept is translated into 
action. All actions and technical details of the system should be clearly described and show the 

feasibility of implementation. Applications should specify the needed investment. In addition to technical 

strategies to facilitate implementation, the jury will also assess innovative financing or contract 

agreements that might encourage implementation and accelerated deployment. 

Evaluation weight: 20% 

 

*17. Type of ownership. Select one. 

o Full public ownership by the state or municipality 
o Full private owner 

o Mixed ownership and management – public and private 

o Not-for-profit community-owned cooperative 
o Other 

 

*18. Describe technical details of the system (max. 750 characters incl. spaces) 
Include Primary energy factor (Pf), Renewable and surplus heat fraction (R), Energy carrier, Auxiliary electricity used, 
Exported cogenerated electricity  

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18.1 (for Sector Coupling category) Describe the type of Sector Coupling applied in your system, 

e.g. power-to-heat, power-to-gas or liquid fuels incl. heat recovery from the process, short term and 

seasonal energy storage to balance power/heating/fuel sectors etc. 
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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*19. System Energy Efficiency  
Provide data supporting the systems overall energy efficiency in terms of useful energy delivered to end use customers 
divided by fossil primary energy input to production/distribution process, specify fuel/energy input mix. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Market share 

(if applicable):     ____________________________________________ 

 

*21. Source of finance  
(How was the project financed? Please indicate whether any sustainable finance instruments, such as green, blue or 
sustainability-linked loans or bonds were used, as well as any proceeds from the sale of carbon credits or other climate-

related schemes): ____________________________________________ 

 

*22. Please specify the total project cost  
(over the construction/modernisation/expansion period). Please only include the actual investments made to 

date:     ____________________________________________ 

 

23. Does your initiative have an innovative business model which promotes sustainability? Please 

provide details in a few sentences:     
____________________________________________ 

 

IMPACT: WHAT was achieved. The winning system should have a significant and measurable impact. 
The relevant impacts will be assessed in relation to the size of your project/system and to the evidence 

you provide. 

Evaluation weight: 20% 
 

*24. Reference period  

(indicate the timeframe, in which the impact can be observed, e.g. DD/MM/YYYY - DD/MM/YYYY): 
____________________________________________ 

 

*25. Please quantify delivered heat and cooling during the Reference period (Energy E in MWh). 

Please enter values in the following order: first Delivered heat and second Delivered cooling 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*26. Energy Savings  
(please quantify and explain your calculation method) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

*27. Greenhouse gas reduction  
Provide data stating the reduced greenhouse gas emissions.  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Other environmental benefits  
Provide data indicating the reduced particle emissions (NOx, SO2) in your community. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. Impact on community. Please describe: Impact on employment, e.g. jobs created; cost for customers; customer 

satisfaction; communication to customers; interaction with schools, colleges, adult education etc; other impacts on 
community 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29.1 Sector Coupling can lead to other specific benefits, such as those listed below. Please list and 
quantify any other benefits arising from your sector coupling submission: 
Provide data on e.g. storage capacity, peak reduction, response to price fluctuation, etc 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

30. Does your project/scheme contribute towards other UN Sustainable Development Goals-SDGs? 

Please note that SDG13 Climate Action is mandatory for this application.  
Select the goal to which your project/scheme contributed the most.  

More information here: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-

goals/ 

 No Poverty (SDG 1)          

 Zero Hunger (SDG 2)           
 Good Health and Well-being (SDG 3)       

 Quality Education (SDG 4)          

 Gender Equality (SDG 5)          
 Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 6)       

 Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7)       

 Decent Work and Economic Growth (SDG 8)      

 Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure (SDG 9)     
 Reducing Inequality (SDG 10)         

 Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG 11)     

 Responsible Consumption and Production (SDG 12)    
 Life Below Water (SDG 14)          

 Life on Land (SDG 15)             

 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions (SDG 16)     
 Partnership for the Goals (SDG 17)       

 None 

 

31. If you selected an additional SDG, please explain your contribution or write not applicable: 
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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Investment payback time (include the internal rate of return (IRR) or Net present value (NPV)): 
____________________________________________ 

 
INNOVATION: What makes your system outstanding and innovative. Either technical, operational or 

business practice. Evaluation weight: 20% 

 

*33. What makes your system and/or your approach innovative? (750 characters incl. spaces) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REPLICABILITY: How easy would it be to adapt the project in another region. 

Evaluation weight: 15% 

*34. How easily and how widely do you believe your system or initiative could be replicated? What 

would it need to be replicated in other cities (e.g. particular legislation, financial support)?  

(750 characters incl. spaces) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUPPORTING MATERIAL: The following section is aimed to complete the overall impression of the 
system. The evaluation panel will judge as well on the overall structure of the application and 

completeness of the information provided, etc. 

Evaluation weight: 10% 

 

*35. Send us a description of max. 5 pages including a one-page summary with key information, 

font Calibri 11, the only formats permitted are .pdf, .doc, .docx covering: 
Background information: System history, configuration of production units, distribution network, 

number or square footage of buildings/customer facilities served, average age of production and 

distribution system facilities. 

-Add File- 

 

36. Please provide us with the letter of support from the community served (optional) file format 

.pdf. 

-Add File- 

 

 

*37. Provide a summary max. 1500 characters incl. spaces for the awards website. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Global District Energy Climate Awards 

Application Questions 

*38. Please provide us with the logo of the project and the system owner in high resolution (Please 

upload a .zip file with both logos.) 

-Add File-    

 

40. Would you like to upload further information such as photos, illustrations or Power Point?  

-Add File- 

 

CONSENT 

By submitting your application you agree to the following: The organising team (Euroheat & Power aisbl) can copy, 
publish, post, publicise, promote and use all the information and materials provided, excluding personal contact 
information, without restriction and with full copyright and may use the content of your submission to develop case 
studies to be shared with the global District Energy Community. 
The organising team may contact you to seek clarification on your submission and/or to request additional information 
You can amend your application anytime before the submission deadline. 

  


